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DRAFTED BY COM/BED/CAGNE/DRYAN/LJ 
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COM/BED/CAGNE/PBHALE 
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018159 092212Z/73 

R 092042Z AUG 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 

UNCLAS STATE 201414 

E.O. 11652: N/A 


Message Text 


TAGS: BGEN, XF 

SUBJECT: EXPORT MARKET DEVELOPMENT FOR AMERICAN RESIDENTIAL 
FURNITURE INDUSTRY 


1 . COMMERCE HAS RECEIVED EXPRESSIONS OF SERIOUS INTEREST 
ON THE PART OF RESIDENTIAL FURNITURE INDUSTRY TO DEVELOP 
EXPORT SALES TO NEAR EASTERN MARKETS. SOURCES ALLEGE 
AMERICAN PRODUCTION RUNS, QUALITY OF MANUFACTURE, AND 
DEVALUED DOLLAR COSTS CANNOT BE MATCHED BY ANY OTHER 
FOREIGN COMPETITOR COUNTRY. ALTHOUGH THIS MAY BE TRUE, 
NEAR EASTERN BUYERS ARE NOT PURCHASING AMERICAN FURNITURE 
BECAUSE THEY MAY BE UNAWARE OF U.S. SUPPLY SOURCES. 


2. ADDRESSEE POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO MAKE QUICK ASSESSMENT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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MARKET PROSPECTS FOR RESIDENTIAL FURNITURE AND IF POSITIVE 
RECOMMEND SPECIFIC FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS INCLUDING PROMOTIONAL 
TECHNIQUES, SEQUENCE AND TIME FRAME. APPRECIATE 
TELEGRAPHIC REPLY BY SEPT. 5. CHRISTOPHER 
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